
The dogs featured in The Golden Life Calendar 
are all RAGOM rescues. Each May, there’s a 
casting call to find our next 12 top models. We 
put together some insider tips on how to get your 
photos noticed by the calendar team.

Show activity. We all love a pretty sit-stay or a 
snuggly nap. But shots of dogs doing cool things 
not only make for a great story, they’re fun to look 
at. Just be careful not to stage it, though. Those 
faces should be natural and happy!

Good photo composition. This is an art that 
cannot be covered in a bullet point, but you know 
it when you see it.

High quality original files. It’s tempting to add 
filters, crop and zoom... but don’t. Our team 
prefers you send in the highest quality original 
you have and leave the editing to the experts.

Get outside. Calendars are all about months, 
and months are all about seasons, and seasons 
are all about the great outdoors. Shots taken 
outside are going to have the natural lighting, 
scenery and activity that we’re looking for.

Things to avoid. Butts; we want to see your 
dogs face as much as possible. People; for the 
most part, we want to focus on the dogs. Flash; 
natural lighting is far superior. Clutter; remove 
distractions.

Send multiples. There is no limit to the number 
of entries, if you are undecided, send them all!

Exceptions. A great photo may break every 
single one of these suggestions. If you love the 
shot, go ahead and send it! You have nothing to 
loose.

What about the writeup? Don’t be intimidated 
by trying to write the perfect story. If your photo is 
selected, you will work with our professional writer 
to craft your own calendar story.

Who is eligible? Must be a RAGOM dog. All 
adopters and fosters are encouraged to submit. 
Rainbow bridge dogs will be considered if the 
story and photo are compelling. First timers only; 
we have many stories of rescue to tell, therefore a 
dog may only be featured once. (Preface photos 
are not considered features and those dogs 
remain eligible.)

How do I submit? In May, watch for the casting 
call via email blasts, social posts and information 
on the RAGOM.org website. The submission form 
link will be made available online and is quite 
simple to use.

More questions? Email questions to  
Ann.Johnson@ragom.org (Do not email photos, 
you must wait for the casting call.)

Your dog can be a calendar dog.


